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OOOMS is a Dutch design studio run by Guido Ooms and Karin van Lieshout.

As independent designers we design, produce and sell our own collection of interior 
products. As a team, we fuel one another’s creativity with wit and humour. We both 
have our own qualities, each contributing to a part of OOOMS. 

Guido’s enthusiasm and playful approach towards almost everything makes sure that 
the studio has enough new ideas coming in. Karin’s down-to-earth attitude makes sure 
that the good ideas become reality. 

Besides being devoted designers, we love to share our knowledge by facilitating 
workshops worldwide. We are certified educators and both teach one day a week at the
University of Arts Utrecht and the Design Academy Eindhoven.

Our clients: 

About OOOMS
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OOOMS offers creative workshops to design schools, colleges, academies and institutes. 
All workshops are custom made in consultation with the client.

The goal of these workshops is not to design a perfect product but rather to provide 
insights into the design process and the associated challenges of rational thinking and 
manual skills. The method for the workshops is 'learning by doing', so a real hands on 
approach is demanded from all participants.

All workshops begin with an introduction of OOOMS. The theme and assignment will be 
explained and substantiated by a inspiring presentation. 
Subsequently, ideas are developed that will be realized during the following days. 
Participants will work individually or in groups.

The programs place an emphasis on practice-oriented, creative work, complemented by 
lectures, presentations and discussions. 

During these intensive days OOOMS' design philosophy and the way they work will be 
explained. The results of a workshop will be presented and evaluated on the last day.
The length of a workshop can vary from five to ten days.

What we offer

“They have a lot of experience in training young adults
from several cultural backgrounds. 

They are strong in developing simple, though beautiful concepts, 
and above all, they are passionate about the work they do. 

They have a lot of patience and are able 
to work under the most challenging circumstances”

Gina Provo Kluit | Ffrash Indonesia
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    example workshop
          
We humans tend to build expectations on former experiences. 
This approach makes us survive rather well in daily life. But as designers, this makes us 
often miss a lot of opportunities. By the use of ordinary A4 paper participants will discover 
that the limitations of a material often only exist in the mind, not in the material.

Program: During the workshop participants will each work on an individual assignment 
that requires a lot of hard work while making quick decisions. The assignment is to design 
and create an interior product out of ordinary A4 paper. Working on the assignment will be 
interspersed with lectures, discussions and several presentations.

Number of participants: 30

Duration: 5 days, from Monday till Friday. Daily hours: 09.00 - 17.00

Paperplay
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    example workshop
          
The title of the workshop is based on free materials that have lost their original function, 
and for which a new function will be found. The group assignment will demand a real 
hands on approach, as well as the ability to make quick decisions and to be creative with 
limited materials.

The title of this workshop also refers to an important part of the design process; 
the moment where it feels like you are lost. Although this often feels uncomfortable, 
this is also a critical moment where opportunities are often overlooked. 
During this workshop we will guide the students through a complete design process 
and help them finding their own path.

Program: Prior to the workshop participants have to collect as much free material as they 
can, without knowing what it will be used for. The participants will form small groups and 
will be asked to design and create 3 products, 
e.g. an adjustable floor lamp, a chair and a coffee table. By looking deeper into the 
subject, through short presentations, the design assignment and group discussions, 
participants will experience new ways of working through a design process.

Number of participants: 50

Duration: 10 days, from Monday till Friday. Daily hours: 09.00 - 17.00

Lost & Found
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The lovely couple taught us lots of ways to work as a designer and they broadened 
my insights for ways to explore materials. 
They shared things with us they practice and what they like to stick to. 
Examples are K.I.S.S.  ‘Keep It Simple Stupid’ or the Nike slogan ‘Just Do It’
Hillary Yap Ee Xuan - Experience and Product Design, 2nd year

Through this workshop, I have learned things that were beyond what I could learn in 
a normal classroom. I have learned new ways to explore different materials. 
‘Limitations of a material mainly exist in the mind.’ is something that the Dutch designers 
mentioned that will remain etched in my mind.
Alvin Ng Sing Por - Interior Design, 2nd year

It was a good learning experience through an iterative design process, in our case working 
with a very common material like paper we explored different ways of manipulating 
the material to transform it into a designed object. It was also a very hands on experience, 
working physically with the materials from beginning to end made it very dynamic and fun. 
Also the way Guido & Karin teach I thought was great because they had to pay attention 
to each of us and give us personal feedback on our ideas and concepts.
Damaso Mayer - Product design, 3rd year

I feel that this workshop has really helped me understand more about how a designer 
works in a real company and how to approach design through material exploration in 
a project.
Nazirah Kau Hui Ling - Experience and Product Design, 2nd year

The best take away from this workshop is that the design process sometimes should be 
about just doing it, and not thinking too much. In my education, such a process has not 
been used and this workshop taught me to do so.
Jane Ang Jia Ying - Experience and Product Design, 3rd year

Testimonials
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OOOMS
Dutch design studio

Gagelstraat 6A, entrance C
5611 BH  Eindhoven

The Netherlands

info@oooms.nl
www.oooms.nl

 +31 (0)6 41216806

Contact information
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